The President

And he added: After all, "I can imagine a native scientist or
philosopher, with strong loyalties to the advancement of civilization,
and the unity of the world, who would be a guestionable asset to a
government department charged with negotiations with another nation.
The same men, on the other hand, because of their professional com-
petence, might meke excellent professors."

Feeling as strongly as I do that Mr. Conant is not qualified for

the job in Germany, normally I would put up an all-out fight on the
Senate floor in an attempt to prevent his confirmation. I frankly
would do that now if I thought there were any possibility of defeating
him. However, I am convinced that many Senators who might normally
question Conant's fitness will go along with the new President, who
hes received such an overwhelming vote of confidence from the American
people.

This presents a very serious question of what would be gained or lost
for this country and the peace of the world by greatly publicizing what
T consider Mr. Conant's shortcomings for this job. I greatly fear that
an all-out fight on my part against Conant, which I normally would feel
compelled to make, would not accomplish his defeat and would furnish
the Communists in Burope a vast amount of ammunition for their guns.
For that reason, I have very reluctantly decided that while I shall
vote against Mr. Conant, I shall not make any public statements in
regard to him at this time, nor is this letter being made public by

me. I might add that this is one of the most difficult decisions 1
have ever made. I feel that whichever course I take damage is being
done. I am choosing what I consider the lesser of the two evils.

Wishing you good luck and good health, I remain

JOE McCARTHY
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